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Dear Jil,

We know that, for many of you, finding practical resources Training & Events

to help your church or community project stay connected
with its Christian faith is important. This month we highlight e :
two courses that can help: Just People? and Square Mile.

We also share the story of a church toddlers’ group that has

dealt well with questions about its Christian ethos as well as
a training event about the spirituality of children.

Thank you for sending such encouraging emails to let us
know that you find the eNewsletter helpful. We welcome
feedback, both positive and negative. Please continue to
forward and recommend this eNewsletter to friends. It

is easy to subscribe and, if you ever miss an issue, simply
visit our website.

God Bless,

Jill Clark
Community Mission

FUNDING

| =! Church Urban Fund and London Catalyst have launched a new
{ grant programme: Health and Belief 2009. Aimed at church projects
with an annual income of £150,000 or less, it is looking for a new
approach to tackling poverty or a thoughtful development in
response to ongoing needs. Grants of up to £10,000 for one year
from 1 October 2009. Deadline for the first stage is 30 June 2009.
Visit their website for details of how to apply or other CUF grants.

= BT’s Community Connections aims to reduce the number of people who do not have
access to the internet. It provides community organisations with a laptop and free internet
connection for one year as well as help creating a website. Applications can be

made individually or as a group of up to five organisations, which reduces administration.
Read about who can apply, past winners, application deadlines or complete the online

application form.




= Sport England’s small grants programme offers between £300 and £10,000 to community
projects that increase participation in sport. The possibilities are varied and include more
than just football and cricket: ie dancing, cycling, taekwondo, pool, badminton and many
others. There are no application deadlines and applications are normally awarded within six
weeks. Projects must be completed within 12 months and have a budget of £50,000 or less.
Read their top tips, apply online or phone 08458 508 508.

== City Bridge Trust makes grants totalling £15 million a year to community projects that
benefit people in Greater London. It focuses on the areas of greatest deprivation and has
no minimum or maximum grant amounts. Its current priority funding areas are accessible
transport for disabled people, initiatives to bring diverse community groups together,
improvement of mental health for children and older people and environmental projects. Read
about recent grants awarded, FAQs, or download an application form. Grants are normally
awarded four months from the application date.

=+ E.ON is a leading energy company in the UK. Its Sustainable Energy Fund provides grants
up to £20,000 for community projects that improve the energy efficiency of their
buildings. To be eligible, the project needs to benefit young people, older people or those in
fuel poverty. Applications must be received by 12 June or 16 October for the next rounds of
funding. The website includes funding criteria, FAQs and guidance notes. To apply, download
the application form and email it.

TRAINING AND EVENTS

@ | Ten cities in the UK are now part of the movement, City of
Sanctuary . Each city has a network of organisations and
churches that have built a culture of hospitality, including practical
support, for refugees and asylum seekers. They are now looking
for more people to join. The City of Sanctuary National

-4 conference is being held on 3 June in Sheffield. The day is free
but places are limited. Use this online form to register your

= Spurgeons, together with several other agencies, is hosting Every Child’s Spirituality
Matters on 13 June at the Springdfield Project , Birmingham. A unique event aimed at
community projects involved in early years work, it will explore young children’s spirituality and
how it can be developed through play and worship. It is £25-40/person depending on the type
of booking. The event webpage has information on workshop options, the day’s programme
and a downloadable booking form.

= Tearfund and Livability recently launched a new six-session course for churches

called Just Peaople? that helps churches grapple with how to respond to issues of justice and
compassion. There is a training event on how to run the course on 18 June at St Paul’s
Church, London. It will inspire and leave you ready to lead it at your church. The day is
£20/person including lunch. The course can be purchased online. To book, email Jill Clark or
phone 020 7452 2018.

=#| Following a successful reflective day last summer, Livability is hosting Finding strength
for the way: Spiritual refreshment for those involved in community transformation on 9
July at the Mirfield Centre, West Yorkshire. Using creative activities and beautiful
surroundings, it will offer time and space to reconnect with the reason you got involved in this
work. It costs £25/person including lunch. It is being facilitated by Gordon Dey. To book, email
Ruth Smith or phone 0113 350 8070.

STORIES AND RESOURCES

8 Gl IAQ E Square Mile is a new Evangelical Alliance initiative that
aims to equip Christians to take a truly integrated approach
i -"“ to mission, focusing on mercy, influence, life discipleship

‘-



and evangelism. The four-week Square Mile DVD course
for small groups includes teaching from Bishop Tom Wright, Elaine Storkey, Shane Claiborne
and Jim Wallis as well as case studies and Bible study material. Buy it online for £15.

=+ Employing a new community or youth worker can be a daunting experience for small
churches. In order to avoid unnecessary work, Livability has created template employment
documents that can be easily tailored including job description, contract, supervision notes,
and an annual performance review.

== Parish Nursing Ministries UK helps churches equip the nurses in their congregations
to use their professional skills to serve the community. After attending a week of training,
parish nurses are able to give personal health advice relating to spiritual needs as well as
healthy lifestyles. Read stories of what parish nurses have done, use their Bible study with a
small group or contact them for more information.

= Getting started in community mission is a short article written by Livability aimed at
churches who are considering responding to local needs. It highlights the first steps as
well as key Bible passages to study. Visit the Community Mission website for more practical
tools, reflective articles and recommended reading.

=#| Many churches run toddler groups as community outreach and often concerns are raised
from within the church and community about how evangelistic these groups should

be. Mission in the community — running a toddler group shares how James Peters of Oasis
Church in Chadwell Heath, London dealt with the challenges of maintaining the mission
element of toddler groups as well as some tips on dealing with change.
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